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Welcome to  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

   Church Office – 716-632-8221      paulspals@gmail.com  

   Priest – The Rev. Jason M. Miller jason@stpaulsharrishill.org  

www.stpaulsharrishill.org 
 

April 27th, 2025 – The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

10:00 AM Bulletin 
 

 

Thank you for joining us today! 

If you are new or visiting, please fill out a card from the pew 

and place it in the collection so that we may follow up. 
 

Coffee and conversation take place after the service in the 

parish hall. Follow the hallway at the right front of the church 

to the right and past the kitchen. 

 

There are three bathrooms located in the hallway 

between the church and the parish hall. 

 

Please be advised that we livestream our church 

services online through various electronic means such 

as Facebook and YouTube. These broadcasts provide valuable 

information to visitors to our site and those planning to attend 

our services in person. We may use any recorded media in 

materials produced by and for our church. 
 

Would you like to donate - but don’t have cash or 

checks? Visit www.stpaulsharrishill.org/donate. 

 

Congregational responses are in bold type. 

http://www.stpaulsharrishill.org/
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Serving Today 
Officiant                 The Rev. Steven Metcalfe 

Organist Rob Boccaccio 

Music Director Kerrykate Abel 

Readers Peg Anderson, Paul Mikulski 

Acolytes     Seth Brown, Colin Matthews 

Chalice Tim Pazda 

    

Notices 
The Scripture texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. The text of this service is 

reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, The Episcopal Church, 

USA, Enriching Our Worship 1, 1998, Church Publishing Incorporated and 

The Book of Occasional Services 2018, Church Pension Fund. Hymns are 

reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE#A-740423. All rights 

reserved. Streaming permission is granted through ONE LICENSE #A-

740423. Hymn images from RiteSong. Copyright 2023 Church Publishing 

Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. Used with 

Permission. CCLI Church Copyright License Number: 11401950 and 

Streaming License Number: 21466105. 
 

 
Organ Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
Please rise in body or in spirit and join in singing. 

Hymn 432 vv 1,2,4 – “O praise ye the Lord”   

 
Opening Acclamation       
  
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 



3 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily your holy Name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 188 v. 1 – “Love’s redeeming work is done”   

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People : And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 

who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 

show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 Please be seated. 

The First Reading Acts 5:27-32 
 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them 

stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, 

saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 

determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the 

apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 

authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you 

had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these 

things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 

who obey him.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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The Response Psalm 150 
Please remain seated and pray the Psalm responsively by half verse. 
 

Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; 

praise him in the firmament of his power. 
 

Praise him for his mighty acts;  

praise him for his excellent greatness. 
 

Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; 

praise him with lyre and harp. 
 

Praise him with timbrel and dance;  

praise him with strings and pipe. 
 

Praise him with resounding cymbals; 

praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 
 

Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 

The Second Reading Revelation 1:4-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 

peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 

and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 

Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes 

of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha 

and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 
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The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sequence Hymn 
Hymn 178 v. 1,2 – “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks”   

 
The Gospel John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.” 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 

was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

 which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 
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 you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

 God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed 
Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 
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That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Doris Casillo, Kevin Doherty, Malinda Gay, Marje Hagberg, 

Barbara Harrison, Dale Jandzinski, Susan Lee, Gail Michaels, 

Anna Moran, Sue Petherick, Linda Ryan, Sharon Schlossin, 

Toni Spence, Guy Walser, Kim Walser, Norman Zaccagnino, 

Jim and Kathy Zigrossi 
 

and those we now name aloud or silently in our hearts. 

Time is given for the people to name those for whom we pray 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

 

The Peace   
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Please greet one another with a visible sign of God’s peace. 
 

Announcements 
Please be seated for a brief list of announcements.  

 

Offertory Sentence   
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
Instrumental music will be played while a collection is taken. 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit and join in singing. 

 The Doxology – Hymn 380, verse 3 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (EOW Prayer 1) 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy 

God,  source of life and fountain of mercy. 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. 

By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again 

he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing  

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of 

life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in 

your infinite love. 
 

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful 

stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 

we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people.  
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and 

raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the 

fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 

Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he 

revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he 

triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 

to his friends, and said:  “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you 

from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit 
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may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 

Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the 

everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Paul and 

all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 

Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence 

is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore, let 

us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Please come forward to receive communion one row at a time. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to 

receive a blessing, please cross your arms when approached with 

the bread.  

 

Communion Music 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us 

out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing  
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 
 Hymnal 205 vv1,3,4 – “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!”   

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 
 

Title: “O Praise ye the Lord” 
 Words and Music: ©pd Public Domain 
 Contributors: Public Domain 
 
Title: “Love’s Redeeming Work is Done” 
 Words and Music: ©pd Public Domain 
 Contributors: Public Domain 
 
Title: “Alleluia, alleluia! Give Thanks” 
 Words and Music - ©1973 International Liturgy Publications 

Contributors: Donald Fishel 
 

Title: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 
Music: William J. Gaither       

         

Title: “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 
 Words and Music - ©1977 GIA Publications 
 Contributors: Richard Proulx 
 
Title: “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!”   
 Words - ©1956, 1971 Walton Music 

Contributors: Cyril A Alington, Hymns Ancient & Modern, 
Norman Mealy 

 

 

 


