
June Mission Weekend 
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeepers 

Bnwaterkeeper.org 
Who are they & what do they do? 

For the past 30 years, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper has been the guardian of 

Western New York’s fresh water. They focus on four things. they PROTECT the 

water, they RESTORE both the waterways and the surrounding ecosystems, they 

CONNECT people to their waterways, and they INSPIRE both economic activity along the 

waterways and community engagement. 
 

Their work covers the Niagara River/Lake Erie Watershed, which spans 1,440 square miles over 

five counties: Erie, Niagara, Wyoming, Orleans and Genesee. With over 60 projects in a year, 

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper currently focuses its work across five initiatives: 

1) Protecting the Headwaters 

2) Waterway Revitalization 

3) A holistic approach to the restoration of Scajaquada Creek and its corridor; 

4) Living Shorelines –Living Shorelines initiative restores vital habitats along waterways 

5) Education and Engagement  

 
You can find out a lot more about the various waterways and the work of Buffalo Niagara Waterkeepers on 

their website. 

 

They have all kinds of resources including self-guided kayak tours.  You can also sign up for small group kayak 

tours. 

 

You can engage in all kinds of ways.  You can advocate for the waterways, you can volunteer, you can take a 

tour or a class, you can learn more from the web-site and, of course you can donate. 

 

June 26 – July 4 is Buffalo River Sweep 
• Saturday June 26 & Saturday July 3 are Small Group Clean Up days.  You can register to join a group on 

their web-site. 

• Sunday June 27 & Sunday July 4 are Solo Sweep Days.  You and a group of friends can clean up any stretch 

of waterway you like and report it on the web-site. 

• The week between is Pollution Protection Action Week – take action to reduce the plastics that are polluting 

our waterways. 

o Commit to reducing the amount of plastic that you use.  Maybe try a week with no single use plastic- 

see how it goes. 

o Check out the Extended Producer Responsibility bill that is in the New York legislature & if you 

agree with it, let your State Assembly person & State Senator know.  

https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/todd-kaminsky/kaminsky-englebright-introduce-

bill-make-packaging-producers 

o Check out the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act in front of the US Congress, and if you agree 

with it, let your Representative or Senator know.   https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-

congress/house-bill/5845 

o Share what you’ve learned on your social media and with your friends.   
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