Parish Profile

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
4275 Harris Hill Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221

Welcome to St. Paul's The Church That Children Built!
St. Paul’s was founded as an ecumenical Sunday School during World War II.
Serving children continues to be the foundation of our church, through
Sunday School, youth programming and active participation with our public
schools. We serve God’s children of all ages.
We are searching for a new minister. We hope that as you read our profile,
you will be eager to contact us about the next steps we can take together.

ST. PAUL'S
WELCOMES ALL
TO CELEBRATE
GOD'S LOVE
THROUGH
FAITH AND
ACTION.

Our Story So Far
St. Paul's began as an ecumenical Sunday
School in 1942 and called its first full-time
rector in 1948. Church services were initially
held in the house next door, which is now
the rectory. When it was determined that
more space was needed, the Vestry at the
time stated that the real reason for building
the church was the children and thus was
born our slogan: “The Church that Children
Built". The present building was completed
in 1949 with an addition and parish hall
added in the 1950s.
In 1986, one of the first women ordained to
the Episcopal priesthood in the United
States was called, serving until her
retirement in 2006.
In 2009, our next rector was called, under
whose leadership the parish began to focus
more heavily on school partnerships as a
primary outreach focus.
For the last several years, we have partnered with an elementary school in
inner city Buffalo. The diverse student body is largely made up of students
living in poverty and includes many refugee families. Over the years, our
ministry at School 6 included tutoring, reading assistance, donating school
supplies at the beginning of each school year, donating books and clothing
to each child at Christmas, and food distribution. We work directly with the
school administration and staff to ensure that our efforts are meeting the
specific needs of the children in this school from year to year.
Additionally, we partner with the elementary school across the street from
our church, Harris Hill Elementary, where we have provided tutoring
support and support for various programs at the school. The students and
staff at Harris Hill have come to consider School 6 their “sister school” and
they have joint projects between the two schools. Our support at both
schools has led to meaningful opportunities for the students.

St. Paul's Today
Our church is committed to supporting our
parishioners at all stages of life. Our
children and youth programs include a
Sunday School program, which our
children and youth participate in
enthusiastically, a variety of clubs and
activities including a Lego Club, a Pokémon
Club, and St. Paul’s Kids, and an active youth
group. Additionally, we provide
Confirmation preparation for interested
youth. Our youth are active participants in
the life of the congregation, pitching in and
working alongside adults at our various
parish-wide events.

We are equally committed to providing
programming for adults of all ages. Our clergy
frequently host “small plates” education
sessions on a variety of topics and we have an
active Bible Study group that covers a wide
variety of topics, including comparative
religious studies and more traditional studies of
the bible. Other activities include Quiet
Mornings during Advent and Lent, Pub
Theology discussions (meet-ups at a nearby pub
or restaurant to discuss theological topics
informally), a book group, and interfaith meetup sessions. Our active parish life also includes
social events such as an annual newcomers
dinner, quarterly family dinners, and family
“field trips” to area attractions. Additionally, we
have many parishwide events such as a Chicken
BBQ, basket raffle, and other events.

We focus on our local community. In addition, our congregation is involved in a
number of larger efforts. We can always be counted on to raise money for
disaster relief. We sponsor two Days of Change (donate your loose change on
the Sunday of Daylight Savings weekends) where proceeds are generally
donated to a group outside of our local community.
Our youth group has a three-year
mission cycle where they participate in
local, national and international trips.
Over the last several years our youth
have completed numerous local
projects such as the Buffalo City
Mission and pet food pantry. We built
an accessible handicap ramp on a
project in Ohio, and participated in a
pilgrimage to England. We planned a
mission trip to Mexico City which had
to be cancelled due to safety issues.

Neither a “High” Church or a “Low”
Church, we consider ourselves to
be a “Middle” Church. We enjoy our
traditions, but are also happy to be
a little more informal some of the
time. Prior to the pandemic, our
8:00 service was Rite I, and our
10:00 service was Rite II. Since we
returned to in-person worship,
both services have been Rite II.
We enjoy music in many forms; we
currently have an organist and a
cantor at the 10:00 service, and
look forward to the return of our
choir.

Preparing for the Future
Our current focus is on readying ourselves for whatever the future may
hold. We are strengthening our technology infrastructure; we have
established YouTube channels, a social media presence and we now
live-stream our services.
We pride ourselves on welcoming and accepting all people into our
church family. St. Paul’s recognizes that the future may require us to
change to support our current and new members. We are continually
looking at the needs of our community. Our goal is to meet these needs.

As we began our search process the committee held listening sessions
with our parishioners. When asked about their dreams for the future of
St. Paul's, these were some of the responses and priorities:
To have more children and youth involved in the church, and have
more programs and activities for them.
To be an inviting church for new members.
To have more involvement in the community.

As we look to the future, we are also
mindful of the things about St. Paul's
which we hold dear. Our parish has
identified the following priority as being
an area we are committed to maintaining:
To nurture the love, enthusiasm, and
commitment of the parishioners.

The Priest We Seek
We are looking for a warm, caring and enthusiastic leader as we move
into the next chapter at St. Paul’s.
We want our next priest to guide us towards faith, stability and growth
with passion, inspiration and dedication.

Faith: By providing excellent pastoral care and continuing to meet the
outreach needs of the community around us.
Stability: By managing and guiding our finances, by recognize people’s
skills and matching them to ministries, both in and out of the church
and by maintaining the parishioner’s spirituality in all aspects.
Growth: By attracting new members, growing and maintaining our
children’s programs and expanding our fellowship.

Does this sound like St. Paul’s could be your next home?

Our Town
St. Paul’s is located in the town of Clarence, N.Y. which was
established as the first township in Erie County on March 11, 1808.The
town encompasses the hamlets of Clarence, Clarence Center, Harris
Hill, and Clarence Hollow, with a total population of 32,950.
Originally a farming community, the area has kept a semi-rural small
town feel despite its growth. The town is committed to maintaining
its historical structures and neighborhood parks. Clarence holds
historical importance as a stop along the Underground Railroad for
slaves escaping to nearby Niagara Falls, Canada.

Clarence Schools are consistently rated as top-performing schools in
good standing according to state and federal guidelines. Two of our
schools have won acclaim as "Blue Ribbon" schools and Clarence
Senior High School placed in the top 5% of all schools in New York
State. Clarence was rated second in the most recent Business First
study of 97 Western New York school districts.

Our Wider Community
The Western New York area is known for the friendliness of its people,
spaciousness of its landscape, and affordability of its housing. Nearby
Buffalo (known as the City of Good Neighbors) has been enjoying a
renaissance. We have a reinvigorated waterfront and boardwalk, restored
architectural treasures, incredible history, and a food scene to please all
tastes.

Buffalo is crowned the Queen City being second only to New York City in
the state of New York. We have many of the entertainment and nightlife
options of a larger city at a fraction of the price. From performing arts,
philharmonic orchestras and playhouses to comedy clubs, casinos, ethnic
festivals and summer events, Buffalo offers an incredible cultural menu
throughout the year. This as well as NFL, NHL, Triple A baseball and lacrosse
teams for the sports minded individual. From skiing to sailing and curling to
soccer our city offers year round activity!

Much of Buffalo’s population growth is a result of refugee resettlement.
Having several programs for refugee assistance, our region provides a great
opportunity for our parish to help others in need.
The Buffalo/Niagara International Airport provides for easy travel plans. It
serves Buffalo, Niagara Falls and Southern Ontario, Canada and is the thirdbusiest airport in the state of New York.

In addition to all this, nearby Niagara Falls also offers an amazing array of
activity! Here you can experience a natural wonder of the world, explore
acres of pristine hiking trails and scenic terrain, experience living history
and taste the simple goodness of vast orchards and award-winning
wineries.

With 20% of the world’s fresh water supply flowing over the world’s largest
waterfall by volume, Niagara Falls takes the crown for natural wonders. Also
topping the list of wonders is Old Fort Niagara. This historical site provides a
well preserved example of our regions history dating back to 1726.
People from all around the world come to our region to witness these
incredible sites. This, along with our close proximity to Canada, provides
many opportunities for the people of Western New York to learn and gain
an understanding of other cultures. Learning opportunities that other areas
may not have. These opportunities carry over to our parish, helping us to
develop into the open minded and welcoming parish that we are.

Our Resources
Our 2022 Budget is $237, 194, deriving approximately 67% of our income
from pledges. The budget this year assumes 93% pledge compliance, as
we know that the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are still being felt.
(Pre-pandemic, pledge compliance was 98%.) The remainder of our
2022 income is expected to derive from a mix of building usage fees,
fundraisers, and investment income.
Our largest expense is compensation, which comprises approximately
61% of our budget in 2022. Remaining expenses are divided between
property costs, program costs, and our diocesan assessment.
Taking into account all fund balances, assets, and liabilities, our total
assets are approximately $830,000, as of January 31, 2022.
Our rectory is located adjacent to
the church, on the north side of the
property.
4 Bedroom/1.5 Bath
Clarence Central School District
Walkable neighborhood, with
many conveniences and
amenities within a ten minute
walk.

To apply for this position, please send a cover letter articulating your
sense of call and fit for this position, along with your resume and
Office for Transition Ministry profile to:
The Rev. Canon Jason Shank at jshank@episcopalpartnership.org by 9/30/22

